
SCORESHEET

Family Child Care Environment Rating Scale®–Third Edition
Thelma Harms, Debby Cryer, Richard M. Clifford, and Noreen Yazejian

Observer: ______________________________	 Observer Code: ___ ___ ___

FCC Home: ___________________________	 Facility Code: ___ ___ ___

Provider(s): _____________________________	 Provider Code: ___ ___

Number of providers present: ___ ___

Number of children enrolled in the child care home: ___ ___

Highest number provider allows at one time: ___ ___

Highest number of children present during observation: ___ ___

Total number of children who have been enrolled in the past month: ___ ___

Number of children	 0 through 5 months of age:	 _____
6 through 11 months of age:	 _____
12 through 17 months of age:	 _____
18 through 23 months of age:	 _____
24 through 35 months of age:	 _____
6 through 8 years age: _____
9 through 12 years age: _____
3 through 5 years age: 	 _____

Date of Observation: __ __ / __ __ / __ __
         m  m       d   d        y   y

Time observation began:	 ___ ___ : ___ ___  AM  PM

Time observation ended:	 ___ ___ : ___ ___  AM  PM

Number of children with identified disabilities: ___ ___

Check type(s) of disability: 

 physical/sensory  cognitive/language

 social/emotional  other: ___________________

Location of Gross Motor Space:

Indoors: _____________________

Outdoors: ____________________ 

Food Preferences: ____________________________________-

Food Allergies: ______________________________________

SPACE AND FURNISHINGS
1. Indoor space used for child care

Y	 N			 Y	 N			 Y	 N	 NA		 Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2		 5.2				 7.2		
1.3				 3.3		 5.3		
1.4				 3.4		 5.4			

1  2  3  4  5  6  7
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5.4, 7.2. Accessibility:

ERS® and Environment Rating Scale® are registered trademarks of Teachers College, Columbia University



2.	 Furniture for routine  
care, play, and learning

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 	
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3			
	 	 	 	 3.4				 5.4		
	 	 	 	 3.5		

3.	 Arrangement of indoor  
space for child care

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2			
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 5.4			

4.	 Display for children

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2			 	 5.2				 7.2			
	 	 	 	 3.3				 5.3				 7.3		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 5.4		

A. Subscale (Items 1–4) Score __ __       B. Number of Items scored __ __       SPACE AND FURNISHINGS Average Score (A ÷ B) __.__ __

7.1. Child-appropriate table(s) with chairs—toddlers/older children?

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7 3.1. materials organized by type?  { Y / N }

5.1. easy access?  { Y / N }

5.3. accessible for children with disabilities?  { Y / N }

5.4. cozy area?  { Y / N }
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1  2  3  4  5  6  7

3.3, 5.4, 7.3. staff talk about display?



PERSONAL CARE ROUTINES

5. Meals/snacks

Y	 N Y	 N			 Y	 N			 Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2		 5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3		 5.3				 7.3		 
1.4		 3.4		 5.4				 7.4		 

5.5		

6. Diapering/toileting

Y	 N			 Y	 N			 Y	 N			 Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2		 5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3		 5.3				 7.3		 
1.4		 3.4		 5.4		

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7
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1.3, 3.3, 7.2. Handwashing:  (√ = yes, p = partial , X = no)

Children Adults

Before eating Before food prep, feeding

After eating After feeding

3.3, 5.3. Same sink used?  { Y / N }

Sink sanitized?  { Y / N }

Tables/highchair tray washed, sanitized? ________________

7.4. Math talk examples

1. _______________________

2. _______________________

1.1, 3.1. Diapering procedure (every adult observed): 
(√ = yes, p = partial , X = no)

Preparation
Proper disposal
Wipe child’s hands
Wipe adult’s hands
Sanitize diaper area
Same sink sanitized

Other issues:

1.1, 3.1, 5.1, 7.1. Same sink sanitized?  { Y / N }

1.1, 3.1, 5.1, 7.1. Handwashing? (√ = yes, p = partial , X = no)

Adult
Child



7. Health practices

Y	 N Y	 N	 NA		 Y	 N	 NA		 Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2		 5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3		  5.3			
1.4		 3.4		  5.4			

3.5		 5.5		

8. Safety practices

Y	 N	 NA Y	 N	 NA		 Y	 N			 Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2		  3.2		  5.2	 		 7.2		
1.3				 3.3		 5.3				 7.3		
1.4				 3.4		 5.4		

A. Subscale (Items 5–8) Score __ __       B. Number of Items scored __ __       PERSONAL CARE ROUTINES Average Score (A ÷ B) __.__ __

1.1, 1.2, 3.1, 3.2, 5.1, 7.1. Safety hazards:

Major Minor

Indoors

Outdoors

1  2  3  4  5  6  7
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1.2, 3.2, 5.2, 7.1. Handwashing observations: (√ = yes, X = no, p = partial)

Children Adults
Upon arrival in class or 
re-entry from outside
Before water; after sand, 
water, messy play
After dealing with 
bodily fluids 
After touching pets or 
contaminated objects

1  2  3  4  5  6  7



LANGUAGE AND BOOKS
9.	 Talking with children

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3		
1.4				 3.4		

10.	Encouraging vocabulary development

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		 

	 	 	 	 	 	 		  5.4				 7.4		 

11.	Responding to children’s communication

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3		
	 	 	 	 3.4				  5.4		

5.4. Says words child is trying to communicate:

	 1. ___________________

	 2. ___________________

7.2. Examples of observed verbal play?

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7
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5.4. Past and future

	 1. ___________________

	 2. ___________________

7.4. Expanding children’s understanding of meaning of words
	 1. ___________________

1  2  3  4  5  6  7
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12.	Encouraging children to communicate

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		 
	 	 	 	 3.4				  5.4				 7.4			
	 	 	 	 	 	 		  5.5			

13.	Provider use of books with children

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				  3.2				  5.2				 7.2		
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3			
		  	 	 3.4				  5.4				 7.4		

14.	Encouraging children’s use of books

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 	
1.3				 3.3			 	 5.3				 7.3		 
								        5.4		

A. Subscale (Items 9–14) Score __ __       B. Number of Items scored __ __       LANGUAGE AND BOOKS Average Score (A ÷ B) __.__ __

7.1. Books used informally:

	 1. __________________________

	 2. __________________________

7.3. Follows printed word with finger?  { Y / N }

7.4. Extends ideas in book?  { Y / N }

5.5. Helps children communicate with one another:

	 1. __________________________

	 2. __________________________

7.3. Questions encouraging more complex answers:

7.4. Conversations go beyond current activities/materials:

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7 1.3. Requires use of books when children are not interested?

	 1. __________________________

	 2. __________________________
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ACTIVITIES
15.	Fine motor

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N		  Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		 

16.	Art

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 	 	 5.1				 7.1		 	
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
		  	 	 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		 
	 	 	 	 3.4				  5.4				 7.4		 	 
	 	 	 	 3.5		

17.	Music and movement

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		
		  	 	 3.3			 	 5.3				 7.3		
	 	 	 	 3.4				 	 	 	 	 7.4			
	 	 	 	 3.5			 

1.1, 3.1, 5.1. Materials for:

Infants: 				    Toddlers:
Preschoolers:			   School-agers:

5.3   Helps children learn to use materials:

	 1. __________________________

	 2. __________________________

7.3. Comments/questions about concepts

7.1. Accessible art materials of two types:

Drawing materials:

Paints:

Three-dimensional materials:

Collage materials:

Tools:

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  NA

1  2  3  4  5  6  7 3.1, 5.1. List accessible materials/toys/instruments 

Infants:

Toddlers:

Preschoolers:

School-agers:
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18.	Blocks

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2			 	 5.2				 7.2			
	 	 	 	 3.3				  5.3				 7.3			
	 	 	 	 3.4				  5.4				 7.4		

19.	Dramatic play

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		
	 	 	 	 3.3				  5.3				 7.3			
	 	 	 	 	 	 		  5.4				 7.4		

5.1. Dramatic play materials:

Infants:

Dolls _______

Soft toy animals _______

Toy telephones _______

Pots & pans _______

Preschool

Dress-up clothes (male and female) _______

Various cooking/eating utensils _______

Various food items _______

Props for work, leisure, fantasy _______

Furnishings _______

Toddlers: 

Dress-ups _______

Child-sized play furniture _______

Play foods _______

Dishes/eating utensils _______

Doll furniture _______

Soft toy animals _______

School-aged

Theater materials  
(wigs, costumes, props) ______

Fashion dolls _______

Interlocking block figures _______

Action figures _______

3.2, 5.1, 7.2. Accessories (check if accessible)

1. Transportation
2. People
3. Animals

5.4. Talks about/joins in block play: 

	 1. __________________________

	 2. __________________________

7.4. Use of math talk?

	 1. __________________________

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  NA
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20.	Nature/science

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				  3.2				  5.2				 7.2			
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		
	 	 	 	 	 	 		  5.4				 7.4		

21.	Math/number

	 Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2			 	 5.2				 7.2			
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3			
1.4				 3.4			 	 5.4				 7.4		

3.1, 5.1. Math/number materials

Infant/Toddler		  Preschool		  School age  

 1. ______________	 1. ______________	 1. ______________

 2. ______________	 2. ______________	 2. ______________

 3. ______________	 3. ______________	 3. ______________

 4. ______________	 4. ______________	 4. ______________

5.2, 5.3. Examples of science/nature observed in daily events:

Outdoors?

Indoors?

5.4, 7.4. Examples of provider interactions

	 1. __________________________

	 2. __________________________

	 3. __________________________

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7
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22.	Appropriate use of screen time

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2			 	 5.2				 7.2		
1.3				 3.3			 	 5.3				 7.3		
1.4				 3.4		

23.	Promoting acceptance of diversity

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		

24.	Gross motor

	 Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA		  Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 	
1.2				 3.2			 	 5.2				 7.2		
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		
1.4				 3.4				  5.4				 7.4		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 5.5		

A. Subscale (Items 15–24) Score __ __       B. Number of Items scored __ __       ACTIVITIES Average Score (A ÷ B) __.__ __

5.2. Dolls—at least 3 races?

5.3. Types of diversity—at least 4 areas

Race

Culture

Age

Ability

Nontraditional gender roles

7.1. Diversity in activities or routines

	 1. _____________________

1.2, 1.4, 3.3, 3.4, 5.3, 5.5. Any equipment/materials unsafe or inappropriate? 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  NA
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INTERACTION
25.	Supervision of gross motor play

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3		
1.4		

26.	Supervision of play and learning  
(non-gross motor)

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3		
					     	 		  5.4		
					     	 		  5.5		

27.	Provider-child interaction

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3		
								        5.4		

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7
5.4. Provider-initiated activities

1. ________________

2. ________________
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28.	Providing physical warmth/touch

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3		
		  	 	 3.4		

29.	Guiding children’s behavior

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 	 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		 
1.4				 3.4				 5.4		
								        5.5		

30.	Interactions among children

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		 	

A. Subscale (Items 25–30) Score __ __       B. Number of Items scored __ __       INTERACTION Average Score (A ÷ B) __.__ __

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

7.1. Actions, intentions, feelings:

	 1. __________________________

	 2. __________________________

7.2. Points out positive social interaction?  { Y / N }

7.3. Initiates opportunities for children to work/play together?

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  NA

3.4,5.4. Provider gives attention to children when playing well? 

	 Example 1. ___________________

	 Example 2. ___________________

5.5. Provider explains why certain behaviors are not permitted (1 example):

7.1. Provider makes children aware of how actions affect others?

	 Child 1. ___________________

	 Child 2. ___________________

7.2. Provider helps children communicate to solve problems (1 example):



PROGRAM STRUCTURE
31.	Schedule and transitions

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		 
1.4				 3.4		
1.5		

32.	Free play

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		 
1.4				 3.4				  5.4		
	 	 	 	 3.5		

33.	Group time

	 Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N			   Y	 N	 NA
1.1				 3.1		 		  5.1				 7.1		 
1.2				 3.2				  5.2				 7.2		 
1.3				 3.3				  5.3				 7.3		 
	 	 	 	 	 	 		  5.4				 7.4		 	

A. Subscale (Items 31–33) Score __ __       B. Number of Items scored __ __       PROGRAM STRUCTURE Average Score (A ÷ B) __.__ __
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1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  NA

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  NA 7.3. Example of more than 3 minute wait:  

3.3. Adequate materials:	 Outdoors?  { Y / N }

				    Indoors?  { Y / N }

5.2.. Ample and varied:	 Outdoors?  { Y / N }

				    Indoors?  { Y / N }
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Subscale and Total FCCERS Scores

Subscale Total Score # of Items Scored Subscale and Total Score

Space and Furnishings 

Personal Care Routines

Language and Books

Activities

Interaction

Program Structure

TOTAL

*Note that subscale scores are the total of the scores for each Item in the subscale divided by the number of Items scored  
in the subscale. Also, the Total FCCERS-3 Score is the total of all Item scores divided by the number of Items scored.


